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STATE OF NEW YORK

ALLEGANY COUNTY INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT

____________________________________________________

FIRST PUBLIC HEARING PURSUANT TO SECTION 859-a OF

THE GENERAL MUNICIPAL LAW

In re:

ALLEGANY CSG 3, LLC

____________________________________________________

HEARING DATE: February 13, 2025

LOCATION:     Rushford Town Hall 

8999 Main Street

Rushford, New York 

BEFORE:  DR. CRAIG R. CLARK,

Executive Director of 

Allegany County IDA 

DANIELLE R. GREEN

Court Reporter  APPEARANCES:

For New Energy Equity,Torrey Clark 

Hodgson Russ, Henry A. Zomerfeld, Esq. 

Rushford Supervisor, Dennis Bliss

Superintendent CRCS, Carlos Gildemeister

Town Councilman, Aaron Brooks
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PUBLIC HEARING - 2/13/2025

DR. CLARK:  Good evening.  My name 

is Craig Clark, and I am the executive 

director of the Allegany County 

Industrial Development Agency in 

connection with a project which is the 

subject of this public hearing.  

Today I am holding a public hearing 

to allow citizens to make a statement 

for the record relating to the 

involvement of the agency with a project 

for the benefit of Allegany CSG 3 LLC, a 

New York Limited Liability Company. 

We're in the town of Rushford, 

Allegany County, February 13th at 

7:30 p.m. 

The proposed project consists of 

the following.  The acquisition of an 

interest in a portion of approximately 

141.38 acres of land located at 23 

Orchard Road in the town of Rushford.  

The construction of the land of 

approximately 1.5 megawatt AC solar 

energy generating facility including 

panels, racking, invertors, electrical 
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cables, grid interconnection site, 

preparation access roads, and any other 

required improvements; and acquisition 

and installation therein and of related 

to fixtures, machinery, equipment, and 

any other tangible personal property.  

All the foregoing to constitute a 

solar-energy generating solar facility 

to be owned and operated by the company.  

The granting of certain financial 

assistance with respect to the foregoing 

including potential exemptions from 

certain sales and use taxes, real 

property taxes, real estate transfer 

taxes, and mortgage recording taxes.  

The lease with an obligation to 

purchase the sale of the project 

facility to the company or such other 

person as may be designated by the 

company and agreed upon by the Agency.  

I intend to provide general 

information of the Agency's general 

authority and public purpose to provide 

assistance on the proposed project.  
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I will then open for comment for -- 

public comment period to receive 

comments from all present who wish to 

make a comment on the proposed project 

or the financial assistance contemplated 

by the Agency.  

Before discussing the general 

information and opening the hearing for 

public comments, I would like to 

describe some details of the financial 

assistance.  

The estimated value of tax 

exemptions will be 99,000 in property 

tax annually, and that is on the 

equipment only.  The actual land is 

still fully taxed. 

The provisions of Chapter 1030 laws 

of 1969 of New York constituting Title 1 

of Article 18-A of the general municipal 

law, Chapter 24 of the consolidated laws 

of New York as amended in Chapter 99 in 

1973 laws of the State of New York as 

amended and codified in Section 906-A of 

said general municipal law authorize the 
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Agency to promote and develop, encourage 

and assist in acquiring, constructing, 

reconstructing, improving, maintaining 

equipment and furnishing of 

manufacturing, warehousing, research, 

commercial, and industrial facilities, 

among other things.  

Pursuant to Section 859-A of the 

general municipal law of the State of 

New York, prior to the Agency providing 

any financial assistance of more than 

$100,000 must, among other things, hold 

a public hearing pursuant to Section 

859-A with said project.  

Since proposed financial 

assistance, the proposal agency -- the 

proposed entity may exceed $100,000 

total of the proposed project, the 

Agency must hold a public hearing. 

After consideration of the 

application received from the company, 

the members of the Agency adopted a 

resolution on January 20th, 2025, 

authorizing the executive director of 
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the Agency to conduct the public hearing 

with respect to the proposed project.  

The executive director of the 

Agency called for notice of this public 

hearing to be mailed on January 31st, 

2025, to the chief executive officers of 

the Allegany County, town of Rushford, 

and the Cuba-Rushford Central School 

District published on January 31st in 

the Olean Times Herald.  

In addition, the executive director 

of the agency called notice of this 

public hearing to be posted on 

January 31st, 2025, on the agency's 

website, and also public bulletin board 

and website at the Rushford Town Hall.  

Copies of the notices of the public 

hearing are available on the table.  

Unless there is an objection, I'm 

going to suggest waiving the full 

reading of the notice of the public 

hearing which is exactly what I have 

already read.  

The comments today at the public 
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hearing will be presented to the members 

of the Agency at or prior to the meeting 

of which the members of the Agency will 

consider whether to approve the 

undertaking of the project.  

Notice of the public hearing 

indicated that written comments will be 

addressed to myself, the executive 

director.  No written comments have been 

received.  

Again, since there is a 

representative of the company, is there 

anything that you would like to add? 

MR. CLARK:  Just here to answer any 

questions. 

DR. CLARK:  And I will now open the 

public hearing for public comment at 

7:35, so it's about five minutes.  

We will stay open for 15 minutes, 

and if there are any questions, raise a 

hand, we will give you time to ask your 

question or make your comment. 

Other than that, we will be in 

session until 7:45 unless there are more 
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questions.  

MR. GILDEMEISTER:  The same 

question as before, this is basically 

for the equipment and land?  

DR. CLARK:  Yes, the land is fully 

still taxable, yes. 

MR. GILDEMEISTER:  Thank you, sir.  

This land is adjacent nearby?  

MR. BLISS:  Separated by half a 

mile. 

MR. GILDEMEISTER:  Same owner?  

MR. BLISS:  Yep. 

MR. GILDEMEISTER:  Thank you. 

Question or statement to the 

attorney.  Semi-question/statement to 

the attorney.  

Would the posted agreement pretty 

much be the same on both properties, 

meaning in similar methodology or 

format?  

MR. ZOMERFELD:  I think there would 

be -- having not yet spoken with the 

town attorney, I would expect they would 

be similar.  Just keep in mind, like the 
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PILOT, the projects are differing in 

size; and therefore, there's going to be 

an adjustment based on size whatever the 

methodology that's applied to the 

Agency. 

MR. GILDEMEISTER:  Just for the 

record, a statement, if you could also, 

at the previous hearing, just remember 

our townships that form Cuba-Rushford. 

MR. BLISS:  We're not talking a 

whole lot of money here. 

DR. CLARK:  Yeah. 

MR. GILDEMEISTER:  No, I agree.  

You guys invited me to the meeting, and 

so I feel like I have to say something. 

DR. CLARK:  I understand that. 

MR. GILDEMEISTER:  Thank you.  So a 

formality, thank you.  

And you've done a great job.  Thank 

you, sir.  I said that at the last 

hearing; I don't want to exclude it 

here.  

DR. CLARK:  If there are no further 

questions, I will now close the public 
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hearing at 7:45, and thank you for 

attending. 

(Hearing concluded.)
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